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O, It's your community




PRESS RELEASE 
Rochdale’s back door music can continue rocking thanks to £1000 from O2’s It’s Your Community Awards 
19 December 2008: Back Door music of Rochdale has received £1,000 from O2 It’s Your Community programme.  The project gets young people off the streets and into music for 13 years and the award from O2 will keep the project going and serve the community
Back Door Music is the latest project in Rochdale to receive money from O2’s It’s Your Community programme. The open music workshop and entertainments venue is just one of many projects O2 has been supporting – with the aim of rebuilding and restoring communities across the UK – where cash awards drive small changes that can make a big difference.

Friday evening is a night of the bands – three local groups performed: ‘Sacrimentis’, ‘House Cats’ and ‘We Own the Skies.’ Local enthusiasts turned out to hear the budding stars as well as O2’s Adam Platt who was also there to present Back Door Music with their £1000 cheque.

‘Funding workshops and finding money to put on nights of music is reasonably straightforward’ explains Carol Moore, one of Back Door Music’s founders, ‘But the day to day maintainance of the building is the problem. Though we were given the building by the Council, trying to make it fit for purpose is an up hill struggle.’ She continued, ‘we could have had to shut, because we couldn’t find the funds to modernize the toilets. But thanks to £1000 we will now be able to upgrade the loos.’
Carole went on to invite people to join Back Door Music in the New Year, ‘one of our next projects is for people between the ages of 16 and 18 who are out of work, or not in any form of training – we are going to give lighting and sound engineering workshops – all are welcome.’

O2’s Oldham Branch Manager, Adam Platt  explained the reasoning behind the funding ‘Upgrading loos isn’t perhaps the most glamourous way to spend money – but they are a necessity, without which projects, such as Back Door Music would be shut down.’ He continued, ‘but that is why, O2’s It’s Your Community Awards are so great – they help the grass roots problems.’ He went on, ‘Back Door Music is a great initiative – really helping the young people of Rochdale – I am so glad It’s Your Community has been able to get involved. We want to build a network of projects across the country that collectively makes a difference.“

Awards from £100 to £1,000 are available for ideas which benefit the community or build community spirit. By the end of 2008, the programme will have given £1 million to community projects across the UK. Past ‘Rebuild and Restore’ projects to receive It’s Your Community funding include cleaning bus shelters, restoring a sports pavilion and fitting insulation to a local hall. 

To be inspired by the projects supported so far and apply for an award log onto www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk 
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Contact Person at Project: 
Carol Moore on 07989 085 034
About It’s Your Community 
It's Your Community is run in partnership with The Conservation Foundation, which provides a means for the public, private and not-for-profit sectors to work together on environmental causes.

The awards programme has four categories: 

Rebuild and Restore - We’ve cleaned up and painted a bus shelter, restored a sports pavilion’s leaking plumbing and fitted insulation to a local hall.

Cultural - We’ve providing art materials to a local group, equipment to a community band and computers to a village shop.

Active - We’ve helped out with equipment for local clubs from football to cycling, although can’t kit out individuals.

Green and Clean - We’ve set up and supported community gardens, woodlands, beaches and paths and improved public access to river banks and green spaces.

About O2

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is a leading communications company for consumers and businesses in the UK, with over 18.4 million mobile customers and over 130,000 fixed broadband customers as at 31 March 2008.  

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is part of Telefónica Europe plc which is a business division of Telefónica S.A. and which owns O2 in the UK, Ireland, Slovakia, Germany and the Czech Republic, and has 42.8 million customers. 

· In 2006 Telefónica Europe acquired Be, the UK fixed broadband provider, and in October 2007O2 launched its broadband service using the Be network.

· O2 is the naming rights partner of The O2, the world-class entertainment venue.

· O2 was ranked the 6th best place to work in the Best Companies to Work for 2008 List and has been awarded a three-star accreditation denoting an ’extraordinary’ company.

· O2 was launched on 1 May 2002 and now has more customers than any other UK mobile network.  

· O2’s UK mobile network covers 99% of the UK’s population.  O2’s 3G network covers 80% of the UK population and is fully HSDPA-enabled, providing speeds of up to 1.3 MBps for customers with an HSDPA-enabled device. 

· Telefónica Europe also owns 50% of the Tesco Mobile and Tchibo Mobilfunk joint venture businesses in the UK and Germany.  

· For b-roll footage of O2, please visit www.thenewshub.co.uk

· For further press information about O2 go to http://mediacentre.o2.co.uk

The Conservation Foundation, which assesses and judges It’s Your Community, celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, was founded by David Bellamy and David Shreeve to provide a means for people in the public, private and non-profit sectors to collaborate on environmental causes. www.conservationfoundation.co.uk 

