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PRESS RELEASE

 ‘kids collective community film group’

wins an It’s Your Community Award
21 March 2009: The ‘Kids Collective Community Film Group’ will celebrate winning an It’s Your Community ‘Cultural’ Award during Saturday’s Wood Green Short Film Festival. Up to a hundred children and parents attend the Film Group’s events, which are run by local parents, who want children to enjoy the stimulation and variety of non-mainstream films and to take part in related activities.  
Kazi Eshan Branch Manager from O2’s Wood Green store will meet organizers, children and their parents when he brings them their It’s Your Community Award.  The Award will buy IT equipment to help in organizing the family based film events. It’s Your Community is an awards based programme which was set up to provide communities with cash awards to drive small changes that can make a big difference.

The ‘Kids Collective Film Group’ show animation and documentary films from around the world and explore topics which are fun and of interest to children. The films are shown at the West Green Learning Centre as well as at other local venues and are a great success with children who do not normally attend this kind of event because of economic, geographic or language barriers.  Entrance fees are kept low and in some cases events are free.  Saturday’s screening of short films from Eastern Europe (along with music and Eastern European food from local independent retailers) is part of the Wood Green’s Short Film Festival.

“The films we show entertain the children and adults alike.  They open windows onto different worlds.”  Karen Fermor parent and founder member of the Group said. “We talk about the films and encourage the children to discuss issues linked to what they have seen.  For many of the children it is a chance to enjoy time with their families and friends in a stimulating environment and it has become part of our community’s social calendar.  We are delighted to get this support from It’s Your Community because it will make researching films, liaising with studios and film makers, and generally keeping in touch and making contact with our community that much easier.”

O2’s Kazi Eshan said: “It’s Your Community cuts out the red tape people generally have to go through to get funding. The programme was set up to give people the chance to make a difference and I believe we’re hitting that target. The It’s Your Community Awards exist to inspire everyone to make a tangible difference to the places we live. We want to build a network of projects across the country that collectively makes a difference and The ‘Kids Collective Film Group’ community effort is doing exactly that.” 
Awards from £100 to £1,000 are available for ideas which benefit the community or build community spirit. The programme has now given £1 million to community projects across the UK. To be inspired by the projects supported so far and apply for an award log onto www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk
-ENDS-
Note to editors:
For further information please contact:

	The Conservation Foundation    
	O2

	Libby Symon on 0207 591 3111 
	Helen Parker on 07739 088 243

	Libby.symon@itsyourcommunity.co.uk  
	Helen.parker@O2.com


Contact Persons at Project: Karen Fermor: 07905 321602; (Also Dave: 07966 096482)

About It’s Your Community 

It's Your Community is run in partnership with The Conservation Foundation, which provides a means for the public, private and not-for-profit sectors to work together on environmental causes.

The awards programme has four categories: 

Rebuild and Restore - We’ve cleaned up and painted a bus shelter, restored a sports pavilion’s leaking plumbing and fitted insulation to a local hall.

Cultural - We’ve provided art materials to local groups, instruments to community bands and computers to village shops and community centres.

Active - We’ve helped out with equipment for local clubs from football to cycling, although can’t kit out individuals.

Green and Clean - We’ve set up and supported community gardens, woodlands, beaches and paths and improved public access to river banks and green spaces.

About O2

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is a leading communications company for consumers and businesses in the UK, with over 18.4 million mobile customers and over 130,000 fixed broadband customers as at 31 March 2008.  

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is part of Telefónica Europe plc which is a business division of Telefónica S.A. and which owns O2 in the UK, Ireland, Slovakia, Germany and the Czech Republic, and has 42.8 million customers. 

· In 2006 Telefónica Europe acquired Be, the UK fixed broadband provider, and in October 2007O2 launched its broadband service using the Be network.

· O2 is the naming rights partner of The O2, the world-class entertainment venue.

· O2 was ranked the 6th best place to work in the Best Companies to Work for 2008 List and has been awarded a three-star accreditation denoting an ’extraordinary’ company.

· O2 was launched on 1 May 2002 and now has more customers than any other UK mobile network.  

· O2’s UK mobile network covers 99% of the UK’s population.  O2’s 3G network covers 80% of the UK population and is fully HSDPA-enabled, providing speeds of up to 1.3 MBps for customers with an HSDPA-enabled device. 

· Telefónica Europe also owns 50% of the Tesco Mobile and Tchibo Mobilfunk joint venture businesses in the UK and Germany.  

· For b-roll footage of O2, please visit www.thenewshub.co.uk
· For further press information about O2 go to http://mediacentre.o2.co.uk
The Conservation Foundation, which assesses and judges It’s Your Community, celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, was founded by David Bellamy and David Shreeve to provide a means for people in the public, private and non-profit sectors to collaborate on environmental causes. www.conservationfoundation.co.uk 
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www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk
