[image: image1.jpg]GE Rl romTaTihk

O, It's your community




PRESS RELEASE
the ladies of naomh labhaoise get big boost

as they receive top award from 

O2 It’s Your Community Programme

9th April 2009:Naomh labhaoise is the latest project in Dungannon to receive money from O2’s It’s Your Community programme. The ladies Gaelic Football Club has been awarded £1,000 in the Awards’ Active category. The Awards were set up to provide communities with cash awards, to drive small changes that can make a big difference.
This Ladies Gaelic Football Club was established with an objective of giving the ladies of the catchment, an outlet to learn new skills, and participate in team sports in the rural area. There was not much to offer local ladies in terms of activities and social groups, so James Mc Bennett and fellow coach, Mary O Hagan decided to set up Naomh labhaoise Cluain Mor Ladies Gaelic Football Club. Some sixty ladies now regularly attend and this year sees three teams taking part in league matches. The O2 It’s Your Community Award allows the group to purchase new equipment, including:  bibs, cones, ladders, tackle bags, goal posts and balls.

James Mc Bennett, instigator of the group and team coach explained , “Our Gaelic Football Club, Naomh labhaoise,which has now fully been integrated into the main Robert Emmetts Club  has been supported by all sections of the community. The numbers attending our training sessions have snowballed so much so that we just didn’t have enough equipment.’ He continued ‘The £1000 from O2’s It’s Your Community Awards has enabled us to help more young ladies from this area, get out there and to get involved in some great sport.”

 “This is a fantastic project and I’m delighted It’s Your Community has been able to get involved,” says O2’s Cyril Hunter.  “The It’s Your Community ‘Active’ category was created to benefit projects just like Naomh labhaoise and enable people to lead a healthy, active lifestyle,” he explains.  “O2’s It’s Your Community exists to inspire people to apply for cash awards to drive small community changes that can collectively makes a big difference..“

Awards from £100 to £1,000 are available for ideas which benefit the community or build community spirit. The programme has now given over £1 million to 1,300 community projects across the UK. To be inspired by the projects supported so far and apply for an award log onto www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk. Past ‘Active’ projects to receive It’s Your Community funding include helping out with equipment for local clubs; from football to cycling. 
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About It’s Your Community 

It's Your Community is run in partnership with The Conservation Foundation, which provides a means for the public, private and not-for-profit sectors to work together on environmental causes.

The awards programme has four categories: 

Rebuild and Restore - We’ve cleaned up and painted a bus shelter, restored a sports pavilion’s leaking plumbing and fitted insulation to a local hall.

Cultural - We’ve providing art materials to a local group, equipment to a community band and computers to a village shop.

Active - We’ve helped out with equipment for local clubs from football to cycling, although can’t kit out individuals.

Green and Clean - We’ve set up and supported community gardens, woodlands, beaches and paths and improved public access to river banks and green spaces.

About O2

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is a leading communications company for consumers and businesses in the UK, with 19.5 million mobile customers and over 340,000 fixed broadband customers as at 31 December 2008.  

· Telefónica O2 UK Limited is part of Telefónica Europe plc which is a business division of Telefónica S.A. and which owns O2 in the UK, Ireland, Slovakia, Germany and the Czech Republic, and has 46 million customers. 

· In 2006 Telefónica Europe acquired Be, the UK fixed broadband provider, and in October 2007 O2 launched its broadband service using the Be network.

· O2 is the naming rights partner of The O2, the world-class entertainment venue.
· O2 was ranked highest in customer satisfaction for both UK mobile and fixed broadband customers according to the J.D. Power and Associates UK Mobile and Fixed Broadband Studies 2009..

· In February 2009 O2 became the first UK mobile operator to be officially certified with the Carbon Trust Standard in recognition of O2’s commitment to reduce its carbon footprint and the 15% reduction in energy consumption achieved over the past three years.

· O2 was launched on 1 May 2002 and now has more customers than any other UK mobile network.  

· O2’s UK mobile network covers 99% of the UK’s population.  O2’s 3G network covers over 80% of the UK population and is fully HSDPA-enabled, providing speeds of up to 3.6 Mbps for customers with an HSDPA-enabled device. 

· Telefónica Europe also owns 50% of the Tesco Mobile and Tchibo Mobilfunk joint venture businesses in the UK and Germany.  

· For b-roll footage of O2, please visit www.digitalnewsagency.com
· For further press information about O2 go to http://mediacentre.o2.co.uk
The Conservation Foundation, which assesses and judges It’s Your Community, celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, was founded by David Bellamy and David Shreeve to provide a means for people in the public, private and non-profit sectors to collaborate on environmental causes. www.conservationfoundation.co.uk 

